









TAX Toronto's Anarchist Bi-Weekly @ vy, 
> FREE come S 7I. 
Issue #52 
May 16 t029 B U L ie 3 T N a 
1989 Ecomedia, P.O. Box 915, Sin F, Toronto Ont. M4Y 2N9 aw 
All Material Is Anti-Copy right! eee A 


The New Budget Calls for Resistance: 


ROBIN HOOD 
HAD THE 
RIGHT IDEA 








Unless low-income Canadians and 
their allies can develop some effective 
means of resisting the Canadian gov- 
ernment, they will watch their social 
gains of the past century stripped 
away one by one until, by the start of 
the 21st century, they are reduced to 
the same abject living conditions that 
they were in at the start of the 20th. 

Prior to the Wilson budget, Canadi- 
‘ans could bask in the illusion that they 
were somehow immune to the modern 
industrial state's practise of taking 


from the poor to give to the rich. Such | 


immunity was a delusion; in the four 
years prior to the budget, Mulroney 
increased taxes for the poor 44%, 
while decreasing those for the rich 6% 
(Valpy in Globe and Mail, 3-5-89 pA8.) 
But the media played this down, mak- 
ing us feel that Reaganism and 
Thatcherism were things that hap- 
pened elsewhere. Now, like any other 
banana republic, Canada is following 
IMF orders to reduce the peoples’ liv- 








ing standards so that the cor- 
porations can have more funds for 
their merger games. A family on the 
poverty line will pay an extra $208 in 
federal taxes this year, and $363 in 
1990, while the corporations pay the 
same share of government revenues 
as they did earlier. (Tor. Star 7-5-89 
pF1.) At the same time, daycare is 
being drastically cut back, unemploy- 
ment insurance will cost workers 
more and those with incomes will 


| have less disposable income for 


charities. 

In 1991, the share of taxes paid by 
the poor will climb even more when 
the feds impose a 9% sales tax, on 
top of the 8% now charged by On- 
tario. This is accompanied by a 


| vendetta against the poor disguised 


as an anti-drug crusade. Earlier in 
May, we read of a single public hous- 
ing mother and her five children 
being thrown onto the streets be- 

See “Turning Tables... Page 3 
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Unionists Threatened 
by Death Squads 


nion militants from the COB, 

the anarcho-syndicalist union 

in Brazil have been receiving 
death threats from notorious com- 
pany-paid death squads. A Senor 
Lima, who works for the Company 
Police of the state railway firm, the 
CBTU, openly brandished a gun at 
Leonardo Morelli, telling him he 
would soon be dead. Other COB 
militants received similar threats. 

The private police intervened 
when members of the COB and 
transport workers tried to organize a 
meeting against the murder of union 
activists. Last year three steelwork- 
ers were gunned down during a 
strike, and a railway worker was shot 
during the February 1988 railways 
strike. The meeting was forced 
semi-underground. 

Although a small union, the COB 
is gaining a reputation for militant ac- 
tion in the transport industry, and is 
expanding into other industrial sec- 
tors like petro chemicals and oil re- 
fineries. The union is a member of 
the International Workers Associa- 
tion, the anarcho-syndicalist inter- 
national, so IWA sections are pro- 
testing to the Brazilian officials. An- 
archists around the world are being 
called to respond. (Black Flag) 
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Thatcher's Antics Inspire Community 


argaret Thatcher’s British 

government is currently trying 

to implement a new form of 
taxation called the "Poll Tax", a re- 
placementforthe "rate system" Under 
the old “rate” system, a yearly rate is 
paid based on accomodation; apart- 
ment renters pay far less than a person 
living in a twenty-room house. The 
new “poll tax” charges everyone over 
18 a flat rate, the only variance being 
from one city council to another—four 
people living in a squalid apartment 
would pay four times as much per year 
as a single person in a 20-room house 
in the same riding. In other words, the 


poor. 
The reason that poll tax rates vary 
from city council to city council is that 
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| the money collected is supposed to 


pay the bills for social services in the 
area, such as libraries, schools, 
medicine, recreational programs etc. 
The councils run by the Labour Party 
spend more on social services than 
those run by the Tories, and so would 
charge a higher poll tax. Voters will 
have to choose between a Tory coun- 
cil - lower taxes, fewer social serv- 
ices; or a Labour one which would 
have to cut services to offer a com- 
petitive poll tax rate. So the Poll Tax 
is about consolidating political power. 
Just as an aside, the official Labour 


| Party position opposes the poll tax, 
poll tax is a weapon of war against the | 


but in fact Labour-led councils are all 
obediently implementing it, sucking 
dry the very constituents they claim to 
represent. 





Tax evasion saved Americans $87.1 , ployed people must be careful not to 
billion in 1988, according to Internal | claim an income less than what the 


Revenue Service estimates—this 
comes to about $1 for every $5 col- 
lected. One taxpayer in five resists 
paying the full amount claimed by the 
IRS, mainly by under-reporting income 
or overstating deductions. Because 
only 1.1% of tax returns are audited, 
people who make arithmetical mis- 
takes in their own favour often aren't 
caught—f they are, they can claim it’s 
unintentional. 

The greatest opportunities for crea- 
tive tax filing are available to those who 
deal entirely in cash, with neither party 
reporting the transaction. These 


state can find out they made from 
other sources, or deductions in ex- 


| cess of likelihood based on the in- 


people are generally self-employed, | 


often at a job they do in addition to their 
main source of revenue. 


come reported. 

Of the unpaid taxes for 1987, the 
IRS estimates that $7.7 billion comes 
from the underground economy, 
compared to $21.4 billion from corpo- 
rate tax dodging. So, folks, let’s get in 
there and show we can dodge as 
many taxes as the corporations can. 
Of the underground operator, one 
IRS agent said: “We're not going to 
get him criminally, and probably won't 
get him civilly, unless he’s dumb 
enough to deposit all his money inthe 


| bank.” (Detroit Free Press, 2-4-89 pp 
Self-em- | 


1, 6,7B.) 





How, you might ask, does the British 
state expectto implement a polltax that 
people can’t afford to pay? Implemen- 
tation relies on people’s registration for 
it. Once registered, however, people 
are registered for life, and the govern- 
ment can track a person's movements 
from house to house, job to job to un- 
employment line. Also they will have 
access to a person’s bank account— 
forever. Part of the budget for imple- 
menting the polltax includes money for 
computers that will be used to keep 
files on all poll tax registrants, meaning 
every person over the age of 18. Sothe 
poll tax is about Orwellian domestic 
repression. 

If one doesn’t pay the poll tax, it is 
extracted in one of several ways— 
through fines, which keep rising the 
longer the payment is withheld; by tak- 
ing the money directly from peoples’ 


| wages or welfare cheques, or dipping 


directly into their bank accounts; or 
having the sheriff come to seize pos- 
sessions of equivalent value to the 


| withheld payment. The British state 


relies on people’s fear of these kinds of 
reprisals to force them to register. 
The last time there was an attempt to 
implement the poll tax system in Eng- 
land, it resulted in the huge peasant 
revolt of the 1300s. And today, in Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales, resistance 
to the tax is very high. In fact, it may 
come to represent the largest mobiliza- 


| tion of community resistance there in 


decades. Last year, Scotland was the 
testing ground for the poll tax. Over 
100,000 Scottish people refused to 
register, and upwards of a further mil- 


| lion have refused to pay. There exist 


over 35 anti-poll tax groups in one city, 


: Edinburgh, alone. 


8 ECOMEDIA TORONTO BULLETIN # 52, MAY 16 - MAY 29, 1989 
Resistance Chief Challenges Contrived Contras 


Throughtout England, Scotland and 
Wales resistance to the poll tax is 
being organized on the neighbourhood 
level, through street committees. 
Neighbourhoods within areas are then 
co-ordinating their efforts. This organ- 
izing is completely autonomous from 
the Labour party, who are being recog- 
nized for the hypocrites that they are. 
Through resistance to the poll tax, 
people in communities are coming 
together and fighting a common en- 
emy, the state. (Counter Information 
Black Flag) 


, 
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people in the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation area to stir up trouble for the 

Lubicon leadership. In the last couple of weeks news of these meetings 
has been made public, and the federal government has stated they are merely 
responding to complainis from dissidents within the nation, located in Northern 
Alberta. The Lubicon Nation has been a thorn in the side of the state for its 
strident defense of its aboriginal land rights. In January they turned down an 
offer from the government, which would have guaranteed them little except a 
loss of their aboriginal claim. 

A petition signed by members of the dissident group was presented two 
weeks after members of the group met with federal government representa- 
tives, and its wording was remarkably similar to government statements, 
urging the Nation to “at least consider” the January offer. 

More revealing is the matter of the spokespeople for the dissidents. The man 
initially identified as the “key spokesman’ for them has denied any such role 
and even denied that he signed the petition. Another supposed leader admits 
he signed the petition but claims he didn’t read it and doesn’t know what it says. 

The government has offered all these people private land deals separate 
from the band only if the Nation signs the January offer. 

To bring the dissidents into the open and to allow for the possibility of genu- 
ine disagreements in the Nation, the Lubicon people will be holding an early 
election right away, so that any dissent can be aired and dealt with. If the | 
Lubicon people genuinely want the January deal (though why anyone would 


f: Canadian government has been secretly meeting with aboriginal 





YEAR STRETCH? | Wantto be stepped on is beyond me) it can come out in the upcoming election. 


Turning the Tables on the Taxes Cont'd from front page 


cause one of her relatives was caught 
dealing a small quantity of drugs. This 
from a government which takes its 
orders from the IMF, the same people 
behind the Iran-Contra scandal (not to 
mention the Guatemalan death 
squads and the destruction of Brazil’s 
rain forests.) 

At the same time that it is impover- 
ishing its citizens to meet the de- 
mands of the corporations, the Cana- 
dian government is forcing them to 
become accomplices to torture and 
murder in the third world. For in- 


stance, Canada not only deported a | 


17-year-old refugee from the gang of 
armed killers known as the El Salva- 





doran army, but notified the authori- | as they wish than to amuse them by 
ties there to be ready for him. Similar | ineffectual protest. 
deportations are pending. (Globe The anarchist community is perhaps 
and Mail 10-5-89 pA7.) better-equipped than the other social 
In the immortal words of Bugs change groups to stimulate the re- 
Bunny: “You realize, of course, that quired resistance, since it is the only 
this means war.” Make no mistake | one to perceive that change can come 
about it, the ruling elite has declared | neither from within the system nor by 
war on the poor, and unless we de- | replacing one form of leadership with 
fendourrighttothe basic amenities of | another. We must work quickly to build 
life we willsoon be withoutthem. The | an alternative economic, social and 
time for placard waving has passed— | cultural milieu as a base from which to 
we will not change our rulers’ hearts | challenge the doctrine of state suprem- 
by appealing to their non-existent | acy. From this base individual and 
social consciences. It would be bet- | collective acts of resistance, such as 
ter for the social change groups to | refusing to file a tax return, can be 
disband and let our enemies treat us | launched. 
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ALF CARELESSNESS UNDER SCRUTINY 


World Day for Laboratory Animals 


was commemorated in both Toronto | 


and Vancouver by actions ranging 
from benign to extreme. In Toronto, a 
coalition of animal rights groups 
staged a demonsiration outside the 
University of Toronto’s Faculty of 
Dentistry building on April 29. Ap- 
proximately 75 people showed up to 
chant slogans and wave placards to 
the sounds of doped cats’ screams of 
pain. A fake stuffed cat was carried 
until the end of the demo, when it was 
placed in a coffin with flowers. 

The precedent for protest at the 
Dentistry faculty was set in 1987, 
when the Animal Liberation Front 
raided the labs in a failed attempt to 
rescue monkeys who are subjected to 
unnecessary, painful experiments. 
The vivisectors induce pain in the 
facial area and record the results to 
the muscles and nerves. The use ofa 
cat instead of a monkey on the April 
29th demonstration takes the mean- 
ing of symbolic action a little too far! 

Meanwhile, in Vancouver, action 
literally heated up with the burning 
down of two butcher shops on April 
24. The ALF claimed responsibility for 
the actions in a telephone call to a 
local newspaper. Unfortunately, the 
flames took with them two shops 
unconnected with animal abuse. A 
restaurant burned down beside the 


Nazare (Poultry) Market on Commer- | 


cial Street, and a bakery burned down 
beside the Hycrest Meat Market on 
Granville Street. Another butcher and 
a Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet were 
also attacked with spraypaint. 
Clearly, arson is a controversial 
tacticin ALF employ. Ithas been used 
successfuily in England, where stores 
have agreed to stop selling furs, and in 
the USA, where it has caused millions 
of dollars in damages, setting back 


production schedules and driving up | 


the cost of animal abuse. Regardless 
of whether one supports the use of 





arson, it should be clear to all that it is 
vitally important that targets chosen | 
for burning not have people or ani- 
mals living in or above them, and also 
that the targets are isolated buildings 
so the fire will not spread to uncon- 
nected businesses. 

What happened in Vancouver was 
not a well-thought-out action. The 
carelessness of the ALF activists only 
lends credibility to the media’s claims 


of terrorism (in fact, the headline in the 
Vancouver Province was “Terrorists 
Torch Two Meat Stores.”) The war on 
animal abuse and killings must be 
waged on the front lines—in the butcher 
shops and laboratories—but also in the 
public domain. Noone is going to agree 
with torching a bakery and a restaurant; 
there is no excuse for screwing up.. We 
hope people will learn from their mis- 
takes! 


The Days of Our Lives 


Wednesday May 24th: IMAGINE Global 
Rock Reggae band plays the Silver Dollar 
Friday May 19 to Sunday May 21: 

ANARCHIST REGIONALGATHERING 
IN OTTAWA will be held under the title 


| “Disarm the Rich; Arming Ourselves and 


Our- Desires.” Hosted by the Outaouais 
Anarchist Circle, it precedes four days of 
coalition action (by anarchists and other 
social change groups) around ARMX 89, 
an international arms death merchants’ 
conference. 

events and workshops scheduled are 
as follows:.for more information, call Ot- 
tawa 613-749-7130. 
Friday May 19: late afternoon onwards; 
reception, food, partying. 
Saturday May 20: 9 to 4 workshops, li to 
6 soup kitrchen, 7:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. folk gig 
with Valerie Roux, Heinz Klein, Gorge 
Dymny and Seventh Fire. 
Sunday May 21: 9 to 4 workshops, 11 to 
6 soup kitchen, 7:30 p.m. to midnight rock 
gig with Pancreas, Anal Chinook, Wave 
Concern and Harsh Reality. 
Monday May 22: 1:30 p.m. rally and 
march organized by the Coalition to 
Oppose the Arms Trade. All anarchists 
and anti-authoritarians are encouraged to 
come. Be creative! 
Tuesday May 23: ARMX 89 begins at 
Lansdowne Park. 


| Wednesday May 24: ARMX 89 gala din- 


ner at the Conference Centre. 
Thursday May 25: ARMX 89 final day. 9 
p-m. to 1 a.m. Black Wedge Tour arrives 


in Ottawa with Mecca Normal, Sang and 
Peter Plante. 

The workshops tentatively scheduled so 
far include: anarchist regional, IWW, animal 
liberation and deep ecology, anti-fascism, 
AIDS, national situation in Quebec from an 
anti-authoritarian perspective, anarchy in 
Greece, affinity defense, youth liberation, 
applying ideas in the workplace, planning a 
rural community, the Anarchist Black Cross. 
Exact scheduling times are not yet con- 
firmed. Space is also available for sponta- 
neous workshops. 

The Ottawa organizers ask that those 
who need sleeping space confirm by phone, 
613-749-7130, as soon as possible. Back- 
yard space is als o available; if you've got a 
tent, bring it! 

Thursday May 25: 8 p.m. Lac La Croix, a 
new film about native band's fight against 
the Ontario provincial government. With 
special guests, the Eagle Heart Drummers. 
$5. The new Euclid Theatre, 394 Euclid 
Avenue. 

Saturday May 27: 2 p.m, Anti-racism dis- 
cussion for the anarchist movement. Call 
359-0735 for more discussion. 

Sunday May 28: 4 p.m, Greek Anarchist 
Movement, a story of resistance. A video 
and slide show presentation highlighting 
some of the most militant moments of Greek 
anarchism will be held at the Partisan Gal- 
lery, 1140 Queen St. West. The eventis a 
fundraiser for the Greek anarchists. Re- 
freshments, Greek food. 


